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NORTH TILLAMOOK LIBRARY FRIENDS 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER - OCTOBER 2015 
 

North Tillamook Library Receives Grant 

from Oregon Cultural Trust 
North Tillamook Library is one of 84 

organizations state-wide and one of three on the Oregon 
coast to receive a grant for 2015-16.  North Tillamook 
Library Friends received more than $21,000 to help 
repurpose the Hoffman Room as an adult learning 
center with improved space for technology training, 
classroom instruction, lectures and group events.  “We 
are thrilled to have the support of the Oregon 
Cultural Trust to renovate our facility,” said Kay 
Stepp, North Tillamook Library Board President. 
“This was our first grant application and to receive 
85 percent of our request is a real tribute to the work 
of our team led by Marcia Silver.” Statewide cultural 
organizations will receive a record $2.6 million in 
grants from the Oregon Cultural Trust in fiscal year 
2015-16, up a full 30 percent over last year and 
surpassing $2 million for the first time. The dramatic 
increase in funding results from a record fundraising 
year and a new distribution formula approved by the 
Oregon legislature. 
 
 
 
 

Major Facility Renovation 
Successful fundraising has made it possible to 

undertake the first major renovation of the North 
Tillamook Library since construction of the building 
in 1987. Thanks to the generosity of North Tillamook 
Library Friends, a bequest from the estate of Linda 
Anne Easely, a grant from The Oregon Cultural Trust 

and an in-kind contribution from Tillamook County 
Library, North Tillamook Library will undergo a 
major interior refresh in the first quarter of 2016, 
including repurposing of the Hoffman Room as an 
adult learning center. “Our successful fund raising 
strategy allows us to proceed with this project 
without drawing down our investment account 
which preserves our reserves for the future,” said 
Kay Stepp. 

The $76,000 project will include major 
maintenance:  leveling the floors, replacing the 28 
year old carpeting, installing energy efficient 
lighting, painting interior walls and updating 
window covering). The book collection from the 
Hoffman Room will be moved into the other room 
in upgraded stacks, allowing the Hoffman Room to 
be prepared for technology instruction and use as 
well as adult programs and cultural events. New 
features will include electrical outlets for charging 
devices, modular furniture with additional seating 
and table space, and a large screen television for 
streaming content. Once finished, Tillamook County 
Library has committed to an increase in adult 
programs and technology instruction to meet the 
needs of the information consumers in our area. 

Director Lee Hiltenbrand, chair of the 
Maintenance Committee, is the renovation project 
manager.  Becky Berg, an interior designer new to 
the community from Kansas City, has volunteered 
her design services, and Richard Turi, architect for 
Tillamook County Library, serves as the consulting 
architect.  The project team also includes Sara 
Charlton, Madeline Olson, Karen Babbitt and Kay 
Stepp.  (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from Page 1) 
The Library will be closed for approximately 

four weeks starting in January.  “Our intention is to 
minimize the disruption to our patrons,” said Lee 
Hiltenbrand, “however, there are always unknowns 
in a project such as this.   We have a great team of 
professional advisors, including a number of local 
contractors lined up to make this as smooth a project 
as possible.” The December newsletter will provide 
specifics on the project and closure dates. 

 
 
 

Programs Sponsored by Tillamook 
Library System 

Tillamook Library system is sponsoring more 
programs at North Tillamook Library. Talking about 
Dying, will be held at North Tillamook Library on 
October 8 at 4:00 pm and a holiday musical program 
will be on December 10 at 6:30 PM. 
 

 
Calendar of Events 

October 
1: Newsletter Distribution 
10: Magazine Sale – 10:30 AM to 1 PM, Library 
 
November 
14: North Tillamook Library Board Meeting, Library 
22: Mystery Book Sale - 11 AM to 3:00 PM, Library 
28: Magazine Sale – 10:30 AM to 1 PM, Library  
 
December 
1: Newsletter/Annual Appeal Distribution 
10: Holiday Music Program – 6:30 PM, Library 
26: Magazine Sale – 10:30 AM to 1 PM, Library 
 
 

Hiking Oregon History Program 
On a hot July 30th day, author Bill Sullivan made 

a presentation at North Tillamook Library on where to 
hike in Oregon to experience historical sites and 
beautiful vistas.  Bill entertained and educated the 
nearly 50 avid learners present and offered his many 
books for sale. No doubt the attendees were inspired 
to put on their boots and get walking. Bill’s 
presentation was sponsored by Tillamook County 
Library. 

Rededication Ceremony 
(July 1987 - July 2015) 

The July 17th Community Celebration 
marked 28 years since North Tillamook Library’s 
Dedication in 1987. A gathering in the parking lot 
of the Library featured the unveiling of the new sign 
and a raffle drawing.  Thanks to the generosity of 
our community and summer visitors, the Library 
Friends fundraiser earned a remarkable $7,315. 
Thank you to all who sold and bought raffle tickets. 
Raffle winners: Andy Barker of Manzanita won the 
“Astoria Get-Away” (including dinner at Silver 
Salmon Grille and an overnight at Cannery Pier 
Hotel - value $300) donated by an Astoria 
benefactor;  George Milne  of  Portland won the gift 
certificate to Blackbird, Locally Inspired Cuisine 
(value $100) donated by Lee Vance; Charles 
Oldham of Lake Oswego won the Garden Bucks 
(value $100) donated by Ginger Edwards of R-
Evolution Gardens; and Debbie Jack of Clackamas 
won the $50 gift certificate donated by Janice 
Gaines of Spa Manzanita. Thank you to Lee, Ginger, 
Janice and the Astoria benefactor for donating such 
appealing prizes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The afternoon’s festivities, which included 
music and cake, were followed by “Reptile Man,” a 
family favorite sponsored by the Tillamook County 
Library. All together it was a perfect day and way to 
rededicate our mission, “Building a Community of 
Learners Since1987.” 

 
 

. 
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Strategic Planning Process 2016-2020 

Kay Stepp, Board Member and 
President 

During the month of August the North 
Tillamook Library Board prepared a strategic plan with 
the help of volunteer Pat Johnson, who served as our 
facilitator. Two half-day meetings were held where we 
discussed the progress we had made since our first long- 
range plan in 2012 and our challenges for the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We established five goals on which to focus our 
resources from 2016 to the end of 2020: 
•  Facility Stewardship 

•  Outreach and Engagement 

•  Financial Stewardship 

•  Partnerships  

•  Board and Committee Development 

Facility Stewardship - Our primary objective 
is to complete the renovation of the building scheduled 
for the winter of 2016, discussed elsewhere in this 
newsletter. Once completed we intend to begin work 
on a Master Plan that will envision an aspirational and 
plausible future for the building. 

Outreach and Engagement - Our challenge is 
to broaden our reach to involve more residents of 
Nehalem, Wheeler and the rural communities as both 
patrons of the Library and North Tillamook Library 
Friends. We want to live our name – North Tillamook 
Library. 

Partnerships - We are grateful for our unique 
and strong partnership with Tillamook County Library. 
We intend to nurture and continue this relationship. 
In addition, we want to strengthen our community by 
being a good partner with other Tillamook County 
organizations, finding new ways to collaborate. 

Financial Stewardship - We acknowledged 
that we have a strong financial base with our Investment 
Account and best practice financial controls.    Our 
challenge is to diversify our fundraising efforts to  

support our ongoing operations while preserving and 
adding to our reserves. 

Board and Committee Development - We 
have many committed volunteers and we deeply 
appreciate their contributions.     However, we are 
challenged to find volunteers who wish to serve on 
committees and as directors which requires an additional 
level of commitment. We need to ensure a succession 
of qualified leaders to sustain North Tillamook Library 
Friends and the Board for the future. 

During the next few months we will be creating 
a plan and budget for 2016 that takes us in the direction 
of these long-term goals.   North Tillamook Library 
Friends will be asked to approve that budget at the 
January Annual Meeting.  Finally, a big, warm thank 
you to Pat Johnson for her contribution as our meeting 
organizer and facilitator. 

 
Volunteers Celebrated at Garden Party 

Thirty-four North Tillamook Library Friends 
volunteers gathered at the home of Kay Stepp to 
celebrate their many contributions to our mission - 
maintaining a library facility in north Tillamook 
County.  More than 130 individuals who had 
volunteered in some capacity over the past year were on 
the invitation list. “Volunteers are the life line of this 
organization as we have no paid staff,” said Madeline 
Olson, North Tillamook Library Board Vice 
President.  “They do everything from landscape to 
governance, from book sales to magazine sales, from 
committee service to organizing and staffing events, and 
much more. Such a large number of volunteers 
demonstrates the commitment of our community to 
the Library.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sara Charlton and Kay Stepp welcomed and thanked 
volunteers for their efforts.  Noah Dooley, guitarist, 
provided music, and refreshments were served. 
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Membership and Development 
Committee  

Gail Young, Board Member and 
Committee Chair 

Friends Membership Reaches 300! 
North Tillamook Library Friends now 

number more than 300 members, representing 
Manzanita, Nehalem, Wheeler, states from coast to 
coast, and even a family in England. With their 
dues and donations, Friends of North Tillamook 
Library in Manzanita join a nearly thirty year 
“Legacy of Ownership”- owning, maintaining and 
updating the building and grounds of one of our 
community’s greatest treasures. 

A special tribute goes to Jo Newhouse, 
Friend #300, a new full-time resident of Manzanita. 
Thank you, Jo, for including the North Tillamook 
Library in your generosity to the community.  (See 
photo below.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magazine Sales 

Library Friends and patrons are certainly taking 
advantage of the Daily Magazine Sale. Current, 
gently- used magazines are now available for 50 
cents every day during regular Library hours.   
Combining the Daily Sale with the on-going 
Monthly Saturday Sale, North Tillamook Library 
Friends earned $650 from January through August, 
2015, more than a 60 percent increase over last 
year’s $400 in the same time period.   Thank you to 
all who donated magazines and to the Volunteers 
who’ve given their Saturday mornings for this 
Library Friends fundraiser, and thank you Richard 
and Gail Young, Coordinators. 

 

 

 

North Tillamook Library Board 
Collaborates on November 20 to 22, 2015  

Mystery Weekend 

The North Tillamook Library Board is collaborating 
with other North County nonprofits to test the idea of a 
shoulder season event.  The Collaboration began with 
the idea of another November Mystery Book Sale. In 
thinking about the opportunity to attract more people 
to the book sale on November 22nd and knowing that 
the Hoffman Center for the Arts (HCA), Writers’ Series 
was featuring Rene Denfeld reading from her novel The 
Enchanted on Saturday evening, Kay Stepp and 
Madeline Olson began thinking of other collaborations 
that might be available.   As a result, we anticipate a fun 
weekend with opportunities for a broad range of 
community members and visitors. 

The weekend will start on Friday evening, 
November 20th with the HCA Friday Night Flicks 
which will feature a Northwest-themed mystery. On 
Saturday morning at 11 AM, the Library’s Children’s 
Story Time will feature Bill Landau reading Miss 
Nelson is Missing, and even better, the first 10 children 
will receive a free copy of the book.  At 2 PM Bill will 
be presenting a travel-themed “Magical Mystery 
Tour.”    HCA  will offer a writer’s workshop presented  
on November 21, 2016 from 10 AM  to 12:30 PM 
offered by Deborah Reed entitled “Elements of 
Suspense.”  The tuition is $30.00. This HCA offering is 
in addition to the reading on Saturday evening. 
CART’M will be featuring a recycling mystery game 
with prizes both Saturday and Sunday.  NCRD will 
host a Clue Tournament Saturday afternoon. 

Some local merchants are likely to be involved 
as well.   Our wonderful independent book store, 
Cloud and Leaf will feature mystery books as well as 
Rene Denfeld’s book all weekend. The not to be 
missed North Tillamook Library Mystery Book Sale 
will be Sunday, November 22, 2015 at the North 
Tillamook Library from 11 AM to 3 PM.  Be sure to join 
us and find some wonderful reading for these dark 
and stormy fall and winter days and evenings. 

Watch for more detailed information and 
please join us for some or all of these activities.  Don’t 
forget the book sale is our major fund raiser each year 
and the Mystery Sale allows us to increase the funds 
available to support the operating costs of the North 
Tillamook Library Board and maintain our wonderful 
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Library for the North Coast community. 

 

Communications Committee  

Monica Isbell, Board Member and 
Communications Committee Chair 

This quarter, the Committee continued its 
efforts to keep patrons and the public informed of 
North Tillamook Library news and events by 
posting on Facebook (North Tillamook Library) 
and Twitter (N.Tillamook Library) and submitting 
articles in the North Coast Citizen.   In fact, in the 
August 6th edition of the Citizen, the Library was 
featured five times.  Updates were also made on 
the Library’s page on the Tillamook Library 
website. During the upcoming quarter, committee 
members will be working on designing a new, 
independent website for North Tillamook Library. 

The major events publicized were the 
Community Celebration and new library sign 
unveiling on July 17 and Bill Sullivan’s Hiking 
Oregon presentation on July 30. 

The Communications Committee is looking 
for volunteers to serve.  Please contact Monica 
Isbell (mmisbell@gmail.com or 503-310-7781) for 
more information. The Communications 
Committee is interested in receiving feedback and 
suggestions from newsletter readers. Please email 
comments about the newsletter to Monica Isbell. 

Libraries Can Bridge the Digital Divide 

The July 12, 2015 issue of the Huffington Magazine 
featured the article How the New York Public Library 
Is Bridging the Digital Divide that explains how the 
Library is using technology to better serve its patrons.  
You can access the article via this link.        

www.joomag.com/magazine/huffington-magazine-
issue-157/0267096001436282067/p9?short&ncid 

=newsltushpmg00000003 
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In praise of libraries 
So many books, so little time 

Lauren Kessler 
Everyone who loves libraries has a library 

story. Here’s mine: 
It begins in Brooklyn, New York, where I had 

the great fortune to live near my maternal 
grandparents for the first eight years of my life.  My 
grandfather was a high school teacher and a 
talented watercolorist. My grandmother, who had 
not finished high school, was a voracious reader 
with an intense curiosity about the world. Their 
idea of fun, of a great vacation, was traveling across 
the country in their hulking 1948 Nash stopping at 
college campuses and signing up for summer 
courses. 

This was decades before Elderhostel, two 
generations before the concept of the 
“nontraditional learner.”  There was no program for 
them.   But there they were, a smiling middle-aged 
couple dressed in summer cottons, identical straw 
hats perched on their heads, asking to sit in on 
Modern European Poetry or The Civilization of 
Mesopotamia or Renaissance Architecture. My 
grandfather, the teacher, was the shy one.  It was 
my grandmother who knocked on doors, made 
appointments with registrars and   cornered 
professors in the hallway. She was charming, 
cheerful, enthusiastic – and insistent. She never 
took no for an answer.  Every summer, she 
managed to talk her way (and his) into a classroom 
somewhere. 

Back home in New York in the late summer, 
they would resume their normal lives and take up 
once again their grandparently duties, which meant 
almost weekly visits with their only grandchild, me. 
Saturday mornings my mother would drop me off 
at my grandparents’ apartment, and Saturday 
afternoon my grandmother and I would walk 
several blocks to the Brooklyn Public Library. It 
was a huge, dark building, scary and thrilling, busy 
yet noiseless. I loved it.  My grandmother would use 
her library card to sign out a small stack of books 
for me. 
When I was four, I asked for a library card of my 
own. The librarian took one look at me and shook 
her head. Sorry, she said, a cardholder has to be 
able to write his or her name – in cursive – to get a 
card. She leaned forward from her perch behind the 

counter when she said “in cursive.” I had just recently 
learned to print my first name in large wobbly capital 
letters. But I wanted a card of my own, and my 
grandmother wanted me to have a card of my own, and 
my grandmother never took no for an answer. So 
together we practiced. 

It took weeks of work, most of one of my 
grandfather’s sketchpads and dozens of Crayolas.  I 
would clench the crayon so tightly that it snapped 
halfway through the “L.”  My grandmother put her 
large freckled hand over mine to guide me through the 
loops and swirls, and slowly my fingers relaxed and 
learned the motions. Then, one Saturday, I signed my 
name in cursive at the big mahogany library desk, and 
the librarian handed me my card. She said I was their 
youngest patron ever. 

Since then, libraries have been a force in my life 
– as a reader, a student, a teacher and a writer, from 
the Lincoln room in the Chicago Public Library to the 
basement of the old San Francisco library to the lovely 
old Carnegie library in McMinnville, Oregon, to the 
glorious new library built by the smart and generous 
citizens of the town I am lucky enough to inhabit. 

As a nonfiction writer, I use libraries hard. For 
my last book, I had to teach myself, among other 
things, the history of the American communist 
movement, the geography of Manhattan Island and the 
culture of Italy under Mussolini. For the book before 
that, I was in the library gathering armfuls of books on 
the history of aviation and the history of Hollywood. 
Before that, I gave myself, via the library, a crash 
course on the women’s sports. And before that, 
tutorials on Meiji-era Japan, U.S. immigration policy 
and the apple industry. I have spent many, many hours 
in the library and many, many months at my desk 
reading the books I brought home. 

I am not, I should note, a neoLuddite who 
spurns the internet. I cruise, peruse and use internet 
sources all the time.  But for the real deal, the fully 
vetted information, the experts I can trust, for richness 
and depth, for portable wisdom I can read in bed at 
night or take with me on a trip, I go to books. I go to the 
library. 

But I also appreciate libraries in a less 
pragmatic way. As a writer, I appreciate a library the 
way a painter appreciates a museum – a place of 
inspiration, a living monument to what I do.  It is both 
exhilarating and humbling to be in the presence of 
thousands of books, surrounded not just by  
(continued on Page 7) 
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(continued from page 6) 
information but by knowledge, by art and culture, 
by stories.  

A few years ago, I brought my then five-year- 
old daughter to a large, sprawling public library. 
She looked around, wide-eyed. Up to the ceiling and 
down to the floor, all she could see were books. She 
was momentarily – and uncharacteristically -- 
speechless.  

“Mommy,” she said, after a while. “Did you 
write all these books?” (Isn’t it wonderful what 
small children think we are capable of ?) 

“No,” I said, kneeling down to give her a hug. 
She squirmed away to look up again at the ceiling-
high shelves. 

“Well,” she said. “Did you read all these 
books?” “I’m working on it,” I told her. 
 
Lauren Kessler (laurenkessler.com)   is the author of nine 
books and a new (and proud) Friend of the North Tillamook 
Library. She reads from her work – and often gives writing 
workshops – at the HCA.  Her newest book, Raising the Barre:  
Big Dreams, False Starts and My Midlife Quest to Dance the 
Nutcracker, is due out in mid-November. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Tony Johnson, Board Member and 

Treasurer 
            Your   Library   has   enjoyed   unprecedented 
financial results in 2015 thanks to strong, continuing 
community   support.   Through   August   31,   over 
$30,000 has been raised, with net income of $8,300 
reported after expenses.  The Memorial Weekend book 
sale raised over $8,000 from sales and donations, 
raffle ticket sales this summer raised an additional 
$7,300 and community members have made $6,750 in 
unrestricted donations, while one member of the 
community gave the Library a restricted donation for 
the purchase of folding tables for the book sale.  
Membership in North Tillamook Library Friends is 
also an important source of revenue, with $2,200 in 
dues from over 300 members recorded during the first 
eight months of the year.   Many Friends also make 
unrestricted donations. 

Bequests have played a prominent role in our 
success. In the last two years over $55,000 has been 
left to the Library by an individual who remembered 
the Library during estate planning. By Board policy, 
two- thirds of every bequest is dedicated to helping 
fund major undertakings, such as the re-purposing 
project set to start early this winter.   
            Operating and maintenance expenses of the  
Library are entirely self-funded.  Although Tillamook 
County buys the books and pays the salaries of the 
librarians, all remaining expenses of the Library are 
covered by the Board which has raised 100 percent of 
the $24,000 or so necessary for this purpose in 2015. 
Any amounts raised beyond meeting expenses are 
either carried over to the subsequent year or 
deposited in a reserve account. 

Board initiatives are very important in 
identifying   projects   that   might   raise   funds,   and 
every potential source is considered.  Magazine sales, 
both  daily  and  one  Saturday  a  month,  are  staffed  
by volunteer  Friends  and  have  raised  $649 this  year 
and become a dependable income stream.  Revenue 
from the use of the Library’s copier has generated an 
additional $363 while in-kind donations of more than  
$500 have helped conserve cash. 

Thanks to community   support, energetic 
Board members and controlled expenses, your Library 
is poised to report results for 2015. 
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46 BUSINESS MEMBERS 

North Tillamook Library 

Friends greatly appreciate 

the support of our 46 

business members in the tri- 

cities of Manzanita, Nehalem 

and Wheeler and beyond. 

Look for a “Certificate of 

Appreciation” displayed at 

member businesses. 

Cloud & Leaf  

Jupiter’s Books 
Dragon’s Head Books 
T-Spot 
Finnesterre 
Hal’s Emporium 
Nehalem Riverside Trading Co. 
Four Paws on the Beach 
Creative Fabrics 
Salt and Paper 
Trillium 
Greenkeep Inc. 
Coastal Clean Carpets  
Michael J. Kirkland Construction 
RE/MAX Coastal Advantage  
Columbia Electric Inc. 

Ocean Inn 
Spindrift Inn 
San Dune Inn 
Old Wheeler Hotel 
Manzanita Rental Co. 
North Coast Beach Rentals 
Beach Break Vacation Rentals 
Polaris Gallery 
L. Ortiz Art Ranch 
Nehalem Bay Pottery 
Yoga Roots 
Grounded Growth Counseling 
Neahkahnie Community Club 
Blanton & Son Construction 
Manzanita Lumber Co. 

Diane K. Gibson CPA 
Murphy & Rogers 
Beauty and the Beach 
The Little Hair Studio 
Spa Manzanita 
Wanda’s Cafe 
The Pizza Garden 
The San Dune Pub 
R-Evolution Gardens  
Manzanita News & Espresso 
Left Coast Siesta 
Bread & Ocean 
Blackbird 
Vino Manzanita 
Mother Nature’s Natural 
Foods 

 
 
 

Library Usage Statistics of patron visits Summer 2015 

Books DVD Books 
on CD 

Large 
Print 

Magazine Music 
CD 

Video 
Tape 

Book 
on 
tape 

ILL Blu- 
Ray 

Readalog Reference 
book 

Book 
Club 
Kit 

Total 

2074 1480 148 107 85 84 6 4 2 24 7 0 1 4022 

July 2015 - Door count 4219 

Books DVD Books 
on CD 

Large 
Print 

Magazine Music 
CD 

Video 
Tape 

Book 
on 
tape 

ILL Blu- 
Ray 

Readalog Reference 
book 

Book 
Club 
Kit 

total 

2141 1591 205 95 130 68 8 5 0 27 0 0 0 4270 

August 2015 - Door count 4172 

 


